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CBS FACE THE. NATION
11 September 1983

. LTIl X . . ——— . . c—— e . . B
From CES News, Washington, = spontaneous and unrebearsed news interview on Face the

.N%tion with Senate Mzjority leader Boward Baker of Tennessee. Sen. Baker will be
Questioned by CBS News congressional correspondent Phil Jones; by Héfy McGrory, a
Tepcrter for the Washington Post; and by the moderator, CBS News coﬁfesvondent?Geor e
Berman. Face the Nation is produced by CBS News ﬁhich is solely resﬁon;ible for thi

seiection of today's guest ang panel,

HERMAN: Sen. Baker, the State Depaitment has relezsed some revisions of the

transecript of the broadcast of the Soviet pilot who shot down the Rorean piane ' Oﬁe

of them is now, it used to read, 'I have enough time.' It's now translated as. 'They
do'not see me.' Another one has now been translated as, 'l am firing cannon b;rsts'{:
which the State Department points out could have been, not necessarily were, but co;ld
§EVe been the tracer bullets which the Soviets say their Pilot fired to war; them. If
1t turns out, in fact, that these were fracer bullets, does it affect the situéti;n

any at 2117 Does it change the picture? BAKER: ‘No, I don't think so, Mr. Berman

But I do congratulate the administration and the State Department with’going éhéad.-'
?ith the.release of this information. I, I, I think that it is an important piece of
~information and that theé American people and the world should be aware of it. I.° -
‘talked to Secretary ShultZ‘this;morning, early, and he gaVe me this information and |

E explaine? the background. That is to say since we received these tapes from our
lifources in the Far East, for some time now they have been Played over and over by our
intelligence and security people, and the tapes have been, zs they say, electronicallyj
enhanced over z period of time, that is, by computer reconstruction so that they can
try';o get the least bit of conversation. And one of the bits of conversation on that
tépe, that they've .now developed, was indeed the, the conversation from one of the

- pilots saying, 'I bhave now, I have fired cannon bursts:' Now, it would be awiully

- easy for the administratson Just to ignore that, but they didn't. And I, I think they

_Were very wisg in releasing it. Now, I, I, T think even if You .accept the idea that
these vere wérning shots, perhaps they were the tracers that the Russiﬁﬁénélaimed”to.
hav? §1Fed, it is still no justification by anv stretch of the imagination for downin
a 01V111a§ airliner, a civilian 747, But in all fairness, you‘Ve got to say from thaf
conversation, I can't tell whether they were tracer bullets. It says ‘cannon founds N
an? whether they were warning shots or fired et the plane... I, I, I real) don't '
think there is any point in me trying to decide that, The importa;t point.?‘ )

HERMAN: They were apparently fired from behind the plane, which is not how you fire .a
Lracer bullet to get attention (inaudible) ... BARER: Exactly right i |

HERMANS :..from canopy to canopy. BAKER: And it is also clear from other
transmissions that the Pilot of the 747 made no mention of it in his trans;ission
There's no indi;ation that they saw it, That, that I'm afraid is the most I can ;é
about it._ I do not think it changes the, the ETuesome nature of the Soviet assaulty
this unarmed azircraft. ' - - ' S ) =

R E R

JONES: .Sehator,_it seems almost'daily we're géigf;é-ﬁéw inf;}é}gfatidﬂg:'néw T
translations of, of what was said between the pilots, etc..:At’any pPoint have vou had
any suspicions that perhaps the Korean government was not being tot2lly truthful with
the United States, and that in fact the comme:ical_airliner,might have been fitted
- : v R CONTINUED
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with cameras? BAKER : No, I have no such. 1nformat10n, and no such suspxc;on. “The
first word I received of this was by telephone Irom the White House from a
presidential assistant.  And the first question I asked on the teéle

phone as I1- rega;ned

my senses in the middle of the night on the telephone was I want to know straight out
was there an intelligence mission? Is there someth: ng else that I should know? And

the assurance, absolntely, back to me was that there was not. ] believe that.

S;nce

then I have pursued that line of inguiry, and 1 am zbsolutely convinced that there was-

no imerican complicity. I cannot vouch for the Rorean government because I .don't
know. .But I have no reason to believe that there was ‘any intelli
Rorean government in connection with th;s airline (znauczble)

JONES: You are, you azre very aware of intelligence:in;o*mation.f

gence mission by the

Has there been. any

case where the Roreans have used commercial zircraft for picture taking in that area?

BAKER: Not that I am aware of. I get the national intelligence daily, the, . NED
so—called, as 2z matter of routinme. I receive briefings periodically by the
president's representatives, the CIa and the State Department, which is- not to say
that I, I know when every fly falls or every bird perishes. But I have a fair
overview of the intelligence sztuatlon, I believe, as we know 1t. Ancd I have

14

absolutely no reason to believe that .there is any mission of an 1nLe711gence nature

}'1nvolved by thzs ¢1rplane at th‘s t;me.
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